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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to Application Number 09/884,801 received on 18 
June 2001. 

2. Claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 7, 10, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Willie et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,052,724) in view of Wolf et al. 

(U.S. Patent Number 6,278,694). 

3. Regarding claims 1-3, Willie discloses a computer-readable medium having 
stored thereon computer-executable instructions for performing a method for detecting 
data modifications in MIB tables, the method comprising: 

selecting a MIB table that has been modified (Willie, col. 8, lines 1-7); 

determining whether the most recent modification is more recent then a recorded 
time indicating the last time that a poll was performed (Willie, col. 8, lines 35-41 ). 

Willie also discloses containing counters and other various variables used by the 
directory service to maintain the status of the portion of the distributed directory on the 
managed server (Willie, col. 7, lines 60-67) and he also discloses the directory service 
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maintaining an event system where traps are generated upon the occurrence of an 
event and is communicated to the management station when polling takes place (Willie, 
col. 8, lines 20-40). 

However, Willie does not explicitly state when the most recent modification is 
more recent, retrieving a count of the number of modifications that have been performed 
on the selected table; and 

determining whether the count can be resolved and when the count can not be 
resolved, retrieving at least one modified row for the selected table. 

In an analogous art, Wolf teaches a method for collecting and reporting 
monitoring data for network probes where a network manager periodically polls remote 
probes for monitoring data, and the network manager receives messages containing 
counter values for the number of changes during a sampling time and using the counter 
values to retrieve data if applicable (Wolf, col. 5, lines 10-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one in the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the network monitoring of Wolf into Willie for the benefit of 
calculating modifications of data observed by the network manager and combining data 
with the modifications made by the network manager to obtain a complete set of 
modifications over sampling times (Wolf, col. 1, lines 40-45). 

4. Regarding claims 4, 7, 10, 13, and 15, Willie discloses a method for initializing a 
system for detecting data modifications in MIB tables, the method comprising: 
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identifying at least one unregistered IVIIB table to be monitored for modifications 
(Willie, col. 8, lines 20-45); 

registering the identified table (Willie, col. 8, lines 20-67); 

initializing a count of tlie number of modifications that have been performed on 
the identified table (Willie, col. 7, lines 60-67); 

However, Willie does not explicitly disclose initializing a timestamp as to when a last 
modification was performed on the identified table. In an analogous art of networking, 
Wolf discloses a method for collecting network data over sampling times (Wolf, col. 3, 
lines 40-60). Therefore it would have been obvious to one in the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to incorporate the network monitoring of Wolf into Willie for 
the benefit of calculating modifications of data observed by the network manager and 
combining data with the modifications made by the network manager to obtain a 
complete set of modifications over sampling times (Wolf, col. 1 , lines 40-45). 

5. Regarding claims 5, 8, 1 1 , Willie and Wolf disclose the limitations, substantially 
as claimed, as described in claims 4, 7, and 10, including 

determining whether an observation of change notifications is desired or required 
for the identified table (Willie, col. 8, lines 20-67); and 
when the observation of change notifications is desired or required, enabling 
observation for the identified table (Willie, col. 8, lines 20-67). See motivation for claim 
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6. Regarding claim 6, 9, 12, 14, and 16, Willie and Wolf disclose the limitations, 
substantially as claimed, as described in claim 4, 7, 10, 13, and 15, including registering 
a callback function for each registered table (Willie, col. 8, lines 35-45). See motivation 
for claim 4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (703)308-5221 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / 
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Patent Examiner 
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